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Thank you for joining me today, and thank you Milwaukie Rotary for
your service to the community. Whether it’s through your work to
provide computers for schools in Honduras, providing scholarships
locally and abroad, your Fill-A-Stocking program, or by supporting the
Meals on Wheels program at the Milwaukie Center, it’s the dedication
of civic organizations like yours that helps make Milwaukie a great place

to live.
| am honored to serve as the 27" mayor of the City of Milwaukie.

| would also like to take this opportunity to thank the 60+ volunteers
that make up the city’s Neighborhood Association leadership and
Boards and Commissions. Annually, these leaders volunteer over 400

hours to the community.
| want to thank my wife, Lisa and my family for their love and support.

To my city council members and partners in the State Legislature, thank
you for your hard work and dedication to ensure that our city moves

forward even in our tough economic environment.

Thank you also to the men and women of our United State Military. The
City of Milwaukie has dozens of citizens deployed around the world and

we thank all of them and their families for their service and sacrifice.



As I've already mentioned we are living in difficult economic times. The
news is all around us and many of us, our families, and friends have felt
the hurt in very real and tangible ways. But in Milwaukie, we are finding
ways to move forward. Things are happening, both big and small,
despite the downturn and | commend my fellow Councilors, city staff,

and above all our citizens, for keeping Milwaukie on the move.

Soon Council, the citizen budget committee and City Manager will turn
their efforts toward figuring out next year’s budget. It will be a
challenge, it always is, but I’'m confident we will continue to find ways
to provide the same levels of service our residents have come to
expect. And I'm just as confident we’ll find ways to fund projects that

continually improve our community.

Take the Jackson Street Improvement project as example. For years, I'd
even say decades, we’ve been working to improve the transit center
outside City Hall. The shelters are old, too many buses layover outside
City Hall and on 21° Avenue across from the Waldorf School, and it just

doesn’t feel inviting or have much of a sense of place.

But all that’s about to change. Thanks to $993,000 in federal stimulus
dollars, $497,000 in TriMet dollars, and a $40,000 allocation from the

City, Jackson Street will receive a major overhaul next spring.



The plan consolidates current bus activities by removing stations and
bus layover locations on 21°* Ave and will provide full street
improvements on Jackson Street. Work will include 2 state of the art
bus shelters, a reconstructed roadway and new sidewalks, curb
extensions at all four corners, ornamental lighting on both sides of the
street, street furniture, bicycle facilities, and under grounded utilities so

utility poles and overhanging wires will be out of sight.

And a related project I’'m also really excited about is the City Hall
Sculpture Garden project. This project will convert the south lawn of
City Hall along Jackson Street into a landscaped sculpture garden with
4-5 permanent sculpture pedestals. The intent is to create a rotating
sculpture collection in which half of the sculptures are new every year.
In order to assist with the funding of this proposal, City of Milwaukie
staff applied for and was awarded an $18,000 grant from the Clackamas
County Tourism and Cultural Affairs Commission. Additionally, the
project will receive approximately $4,000 from TriMet’s Jackson Street
Improvement Project construction budget. The City is interviewing
some design firms that have submitted proposals, and | can tell you,
there are some great ideas and whichever proposal that is selected, will

create an incredibly unique and interesting space outside our City Hall.



One final example of finding ways to move forward — the Southgate
Park & Ride. TriMet is using $1.5 million of federal stimulus funds to
construct a park & ride facility at the former Southgate Movie Theater
site in the North Industrial Area, giving commuters in the SE McLoughlin
Boulevard corridor convenient connections to transit. The work
includes the construction of 329 parking spaces, the installation of
curbs, retaining walls, sidewalks and driveways, pedestrian
improvements along SE Main Street, paving and striping. Irrigation and
stormwater treatment measures, lighting, landscaping and security
cameras will also be installed. The park & ride will be complete by the

end of November.

For quite some time now the City and the County have been
negotiating a new wastewater treatment rate for the customers of
Milwaukie. This past August the County imposed a new rate that would

double the treatment portion of our ratepayers’ utility bills.

This increase would allow the District to expand its system to

accommodate the incredible growth our region has experienced.

Simply put, it is the City’s position that we haven’t contributed to the
need for expansion, and therefore our customers shouldn’t be charged

for it. The County doesn’t see it this way.



We'll continue talking and we’re hopeful we’ll come to some sort of
resolution. We have reason to be hopeful. The City and the County are
working together to bring sewer service to residents to the northeast of
Milwaukie’s boundary, and Council recently passed a resolution
endorsing the need and the concept of a regional wastewater solution
and approving bylaws for a regional wastewater advisory committee.
This committee will review and make recommendations to the
Clackamas County Board of Commissioners regarding expenditures and
capital improvements within the region’s wastewater treatment

system.

What | want to emphasize here is that this action does not just
represent an agreement between the City of Milwaukie and Clackamas
County, but is also an agreement between Milwaukie and the
unincorporated Clackamas County that lies within Clackamas County
Service District No. 1, and the cities of Damascus, Gladstone, Happy
Valley, Oregon City and West Linn. Through this partnership | believe
the individual cities will be able to exercise our powers as individual

cities but with a collective voice.
Kellogg Task Force

River Health Advisory appointee



Light Rail -

South Downtown planning
Riverfront planning
Milwaukie Daze

Urban Renewal

Notes from our discussion: Milwaukie Riverfront Park, Light Rail, the
South Downtown Plan, they’re all connected. As we realize our dream
of Milwaukie Riverfront Park people from all over the region will be

visiting it and using its new boat ramp and floating dock.

Those same people will visit our Downtown and shop at its stores and
eat at the already growing number of restaurants. This is going to
attract even more businesses, which will generate more tax revenues,
revenues we can re-invest in our community, attracting more residents,
more visitors, and with Light Rail there will be an easy way for people

from Portland to get here.

| can see this. | don’t think it’s that far away. Milwaukie Riverfront Plan
is in place and we hope to find funding so we can continue building it
next year. Light Rail is being planned right now and will open in 2015.
Businesses are already popping up along Main Street — places like

Ohana, the Hawaiian restaurant and Wine 30, the new wine bar —and



people from around the region already visit Milwaukie’s Riverfront

every year for the Milwaukie Daze fireworks display.

Change within communities is incremental and it takes time. But we
have the plans in place and have a proven record of moving forward

even under difficult circumstances.

NDA reports — what are we doing with grant money?

City Council has appointed 61 Board and Commission members for 10
different Boards and Commissions. This doesn’t even begin to cover the
number of residents that form ad hoc committees around events such
as Milwaukie Daze, the Milwaukie Poetry Series and the Umbrella
Parade and Winter Solstice Event, OR the dedicated Neighbohrood
Association Chairs, officers and residents that organize and attend their

monthly meetings.



Open positions: 3 positions available one on the Citizen Utility Advisory
Board, one on the Design and Landmarks Committee, and one on the

Public Safety Advisory Committee.

How can you get plugged in? | know finding the time can be difficult,
but getting involved is easy. If one of those board or committee
positions sounds interesting and you’d like to learn more, call our City

Recorder Pat DuVal, at 503.786.7502.

If you’d like to learn more about how you can help out with a certain
City event, or want to learn more about what the Neighborhood
Associations are up to or what Neighborhood you live in, call your
fellow Rotarian, Beth Ragel in our Community Services office at 503

786-7568.

Thank you for being here with me today.



