
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WORK SESSION 



REVISED 
AGENDA 

 
WORK SESSION 

MILWAUKIE CITY COUNCIL 
MARCH 16, 2010 

MILWAUKIE CITY HALL 
Second Floor Conference Room 
10722 SE Main Street 

A light dinner will be served 

WORK SESSION – 5:30 p.m. 
Discussion Items: 

 Time Topic Presenter Page # 
     
1. 5:30 p.m. Board & Commission Interviews   
  JoAnne Bird – PSAC    
  Lynn Kelland – Arts Committee    
  Terry Dolan – Planning Commission   
     
2. 5:50 p.m. Down to Earth Day JoAnn Herrigel 1 
     
3. 6:00 p.m. Budget Committee – Receive Report on 

Requested Budget Scenarios  
Andy Parks  

     
4. 6:45 p.m. Adjourn work session   

Information 
Executive Session: All discussions are confidential and those present may disclose 
nothing from the Session.  Representatives of the news media are allowed to attend 
Executive Sessions as provided by ORS 192.660(3) but must not disclose any 
information discussed.  No Executive Session may be held for the purpose of taking any 
final action or making any final decision.  Executive Sessions are closed to the public. 
Public Notice 
 The Council may vote in work session on non-legislative issues. 

 The time listed for each discussion item is approximate.  The actual time at which 
each item is considered may change due to the length of time devoted to the one 
previous to it. 

 The Council requests that all pagers and cell phones be either set on silent mode or 
turned off during the meeting. 

 The City of Milwaukie is committed to providing equal access to information and 
public meetings per the Americans with Disabilities (ADA).  If you need special 
accommodations, please call 503.786.7502 or email ocr@ci.milwaukie.or.us at least 
48 hours prior to the meeting. 



 
 
 

To:  Mayor and City Council 
 
Through: Pat DuVal, City Manager Pro Tem 
 
From:  JoAnn Herrigel, Community Services Director 
 
Subject: Down To Earth Day Event Changes 
 
Date:  March 3, 2010 
 
 
Action Requested 
None. 
 
Background 
 
For the past 26 years, the City of Milwaukie staff has worked with the franchised 
garbage haulers and volunteers to host an annual collection event, or “dump day.”  This 
event, historically referred to as Down To Earth Day has involved two or more sites at 
which the public can drop off garbage, yard debris and some recyclable materials such 
as scrap metal.  In addition to the drop off sites, the City coordinates the curbside 
collection of material from the elderly and disabled who are unable to access the drop 
sites.  
 
Several factors are driving staff to reconsider the continuation of this event as it’s been 
done for years; 
 
1)  The current staff time and funding required for this event  
2)  The desire to be more sustainable and encourage alternatives to dumping in the 
landfill. 
3) The fact that Garbage Haulers already provide curbside pickups for residents upon 
request for nominal fees. 
4) The City has established a free leaf collection program during the fall of the past 
several years 
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5) Staff has observed some abuses of the program over the years such as residents 
storing junk for long periods so they can dump it at low cost at the annual event and 
residents requesting curb side pickups for amounts of materials that exceed the abilities 
of volunteer collectors. 
 
Costs and Benefits:  
 
This event has cost the City approximately $5,000 annually. Personnel cost is 
approximately $3,700 and equipment cost is approximately $1,300. Materials such as 
fliers, a porta-potty, and refreshments for volunteers cost another $500. This event also 
takes considerable staff time in way of answering phone calls and coordinating the 
event with the volunteers and Garbage Haulers. The estimated cost to the Garbage 
Haulers has exceeded $20,000 annually for this event. 
 
Last year the City of Milwaukie provided staff and volunteers for the curb side pick-up 
for 21 seniors and disabled residents. The cost for personnel to drive the mini dump 
trucks, alone, for the curbside collection came to $1,200 ($57 per household served).  
As noted, this is a service that the Garbage Haulers will provide as well if requested at 
nominal fees. 
 
Last year the City partnered with Overland Park and between the two sites, including 
the curbside pick up, the event served 466 households. Of that, 74.8% of the 
households served were from the City of Milwaukie and 25.2% were from the Overland 
Park neighborhood.  Twelve loads of trash were collected from the Southgate/Milwaukie 
site and 16 loads from the Crosswhite/Overland Park site were taken to Metro South, 
totaling 65.57 tons. In addition, 13.73 tons of yard debris were collected and taken to 
composting sties. Metal collected for recycling totaled 14.37 tons. Between the two sites 
468 tires were collected-which were disposed of with the garbage and not recycled.  
 
The City’s sustainability plan encourages us to pursue steps which make City 
operations more sustainable and also encourage the public through education to be 
more sustainable. Eliminating the “dump day” or revamping it into a recycling event 
sends the message to the community that we take sustainability seriously. 
 
Other communities have begun shifting annual collection events to focus more on 
recyclable materials, such as electronics, non-curbside plastics and Styrofoam. Many 
items are also currently recyclable at the curb. Any proposed recycling event would 
focus on items that are not collected at the curb such as Styrofoam and electronics 
(such as TVs and computers).  The City might also partner with Goodwill to accept 
usable household items such as furniture and appliances. 
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The cost of doing a recycling event could be lower than doing the dump day because 
the City would not need two backhoe operators on site and would not do curbside 
collection. (Although, in the first year of this shift, staff would work with haulers to assist 
the elderly and disabled on a one-time collection basis.) Staff estimates that the event 
could be done for about $2,000 as we would need a forklift and some other personnel 
and equipment. We may be able to obtain assistance from the Garbage Haulers or 
grants from Metro. 
 
Staff would like Council’s guidance on how and if to modify this annual event before 
beginning discussions with the garbage haulers and volunteers.  For the sake of 
discussion, staff has attached fliers for two events that have been held recently in other 
jurisdictions. 
 
Attachments 
 

• Sabin Skills Center event flier 
• Beaverton Event flier  
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